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Escaped - 
to protest 


mrwo New Zealand COs es- 
cl caped from a detention 
camp—with the intention, not 
to remain free, but to make the 
greatest possible witness to 
their faith and to protest 
against war and _ detention 
camps. They did so for more 
than a month. 

They were Mervyn Brown and 
Chris Palmer, Methodist members of 
the NZ Christian Pacifist Society. 

They issued a.leaflet, explaining 
why they could no longer co- 
operate with the detention camp 
system, distributing it to residences, 


to prominent people and _ the 
authorities. They made repeated 
efforts to interview the acting 


Prime Minister in order to explain 

the position to him—although the 

police were seeking them all the 
time. 

Then they issued a second leaflet, 
in stronger terms, headed “War is 
Murder—Stop it Now.” 

Chris Palmer made a final attempt 
to see the acting Premier, whose 
secretary referred him to the Minister 
of Defence. The latter’s secretary 
said he would have to see the Minister 
of Justice—whose secretary, in turn, 
told him not to be silly and to get 
away before he was caught! 

‘But the CO persisted and was told 
to return later in the day. He did so, 
and ten minutes afterwards was seen 
marching away, escorted by a 
detective. 


SPOKE IN PUBLIC 


The same night, the other escapee, 
Mervyn Brown, commenced speaking: 
at an open-air pitch. 

Within half an hour, however, a 
policeman appeared, and after a few. 
words with the speaker tock him 
gently by the arm. As he was being 
led away, Mervyn Brown turned and 
cried. “Good-bye everyone—and peace 
now.” 

e two men had remained free 
from May 10 until June 16. They 
were sentenced to three months’ im- 
prisonment for escaping. The magis- 
trate refused tg make an additional 
order, demanded by the police, to add 
the period of escape to their sentence. 

The Christian Pacifist Society’s 
Newsletter for July 28, just received, 
adds that it was not then known 
whether they would be charged with 
subversion in connexion with the 
leaflets. 


THE INNER EYE 


O the outward eye the prospects of 

a just‘ peace look bleak enough. 
Yet underneath the suffering and con- 
fusion of the peoples something new 
is growing. The Times reports on the 
state of France that “the appalling 
nature of the German crimes has pro- 
duced less vociferous hatred than 
before, because it has revealed the 
extent and gravity of a problem which 
must be faced as a Doctor faces a 
case of warped mind, Articles in 
many newspapers declare that the 
treatment must be stern, unemotional 
yet curative. It is a new voice in 
France.” 


Seoner or later these new voices will sound 
more clearly. They will not be sentimental: 
but they will utter the desire and the necessity 
for a new beginning, a new attitude. Peace 
News hopes to play its part in clarifying 
them. Help Peace News. 

Contributions since Oct, 27: £24 17s, 8d. 
Total to date: £5,523 8a. 6d, 

THE EDITOR 


Please make cheques, etc., payable to Peace 
News. Ltd., and address them to the Account- 
ant, Peace News, 8 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


THE MORAL PRICE OF 
SOVIET AID 


R. CHURCHILL’S opinion, which is in such a matter as good 
as anybody’s, is that the war against Germany is unlikely 
to end before the early summer of 1945, and there will be 

a minimum of 18 months of the war against Japan to follow. 
It looks as though the latter will prove to be an under-estimate, 


Gen. Stilwell’s recall from 
China has torn the veil which 
has shrouded the situation there. 
Tt is one of disintegration, 
material and moral. 

Brooks Atkinson, the New York 
Times correspondent, whom I know 
and for whose sobriety of judgment 
I can vouch, reports that Stilwell’s 


recall means— 

“The US has decided to discount China's 
part in the offensive against Japan and, 
internally, ‘the triumph of a moribund anti- 
democratic regime which is more concerned 
with maintaining its political aupremacy than 
with driving the Japanese out of China.’ ” 


That has its importance for 
Europe. More than ever, President 
Roosevelt will be anxious to secure 
the help of Russia against Japan, 

We may combine with this another 
glimpse of the situation from the 
American angle, 


Observer’s 


Commentary 


Mr. Walter Lippmann is an acute 
observer: and he is troubled by the 
problem, which hardly presents itself 
as one to the Englishman, of “the 
complex transition” from the war 
against Germany to that against 
Japan. Even the full conquest of the 
Philippines would not be more than 
the final stage of the Japanese war: 
it would correspond to the North 
African campaign in Europe. 

“It will be necessary (he continues) not 
only to foree the Germans to gurrender, but 
to deal with Europe immediately after the 
armistice in such a way that Great Britain 
and Russia can turn from Europe to Asia in 
maximum. force. Neither they nor we can 
become snarled up and bogged down in 
Europe. . . . There is a terrible urgency in 
the problems, which are of the very highest 
strategic and» diplomatic importance. For if 
they are not solved, if there is a long period 
of uncertainty, if agreement is postponed and 
decisions stalled, the war-weariness of the 


European peoples, including the British and 
the Russians, can make the problem of the 
transition to the ,Pacific unmanageable” 
(Sunday Times, Oct. 29)). 


Russia’s price 

HAT opens up many vistas. It 

indicates that USA may have to 
pay a heavy price for active Russian 
co-operation in the Far East. The 
immediate sacrifice will probably be 
Poland: the ultimate one the plan 
for world-peace. The sacrifice of 
Poland—leaving idealism out—is 
politically serious in USA, where 
there is a substantial Polish vote, and 
a large body of Catholie sentiment. 

Obviously, from the tone of Mr. 
Churchill’s remarks after the latest 
Moscow conference, he is now pre- 
paring to abandon Poland to Russia. 
“The general interpretation given by 
the Poles to the Prime Minister’s 
words is that not only Russo-Polish 
but also Anglo-Polish relations are 
now at stake and may become pain- 
fully strained% (Observer, Oct. 29). 
The immorality and cynicism of that 
dénotiment needs no emphasis. It is 
a judgment on the war, and on 
Britain’s degeneration in it. Whether 
USA can, or will-intervene, to save 
Poland’s existence and _ Britain’s 
honour, is doubtful. Russia is too 
badly needed in the Far East, 

But, if Poland is mutilated and out- 
raged, will Russia be willing or able 
to give any help in the Far East? 
Polish national sentiment is a formid- 
able thing. We may not, we do not, 
admire all its manifestations; but the 
passionate tenacity of this tortured 
people is a thing to wonder at. 
Beside _ Polish heroism and_ unity, 
other nationalist movements in this 
war seem commonplace, It alone 
touches the sublime. To suppose that 
this national passion can be appeased 
by giving Poland dominion over 
millions of Germans is a kind of 
blasphemy: a secOnd outrage added 
to the first. 


Surplus from repression 


fo maintain the Polish and German 

“settlement” which is intended 
by Stalin, and now acquiesced in by 
Churchill, will (I think) require the 
full foree of Russian repression. It 
will not leave much over for the Far 
Hast. And why, when a European 
policy so cynical is operative, should 
one expect a punctilious fulfilment of 
promises in the Far Hast? Stalin 
oat afford to wait to be in at the 

il. 

Mr, William Bullitt, the former 
US Ambassador to France, records 
with obvious agreemént the view of 
“Rome,” 

“They believe that when future historians 
draw up the major mistakes in this®war, a 
high place among the errors will be given to 
the decision of the U.S. Government in the 
summer of 1941, when Mr. Hopkins was sent 
to Moscow, to ask no promise of the Soviet 
Government respecting the independence of 
the States of Europe.” (Life, Sep. 4.) 


An outraged Poland will fester in 
Europe as surely as an outraged Ger- 
many. But there are plenty of other 
points of sepsis. Is there a single 
European country, liberated or un- 
liberated, that is not a potential 
centre of revolution of some kind, and 
of consequent counter-revolution? It 
is (I think) quite idle to talk, now 
in 1944, of revolution on the Russian 
pattern throughout Europe. What is 
this pattern? Does the USSR now 
répresent revolution or counter-revo- 
lution? 


Oil imperialism 


WHATEVER may be thought of 

the Russo-Polish issue, there 
can surely be no two judgments on 
the Russian conduct towards Persia 
in the matter of oil-concessions, It 
is high-handed imperialism with the 
gloves off. The last rags of diplo- 
matic convention are discarded. 
Because the Russian demand for an 
immediate::concession was refused the 


Soviet ambassador declared publicly: 
“The disloyal and unfriendly position adopted 
by the Prime Minister precludes the possibility 


of further collaboration with him.’’ (Times, 
Nov. 2.) 
“Disloyal” is a masterpiece. 


Loyalty to the national interest of 
Persia is disloyal. It is to be noted 
that both in the base of Poland and 
Persia Russia is pressing for imme- 
diate surrender—-while the going is 
good, and Soviet troops are in con- 


(CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE) 


NOWHERE is religious in- 

sight more necessary to 
overcome the fury of a too 
simple moralism than in the 
treatment of a fallen foe. 
Already we are engulfed with 
demands of moralists that van- 
quished nations must be taught 
their lesson by this or that form 
of punishment. Most of these 
counsels proceed from a com- 
plete lack of religious apprecia- 
tion of the immensity of the 
tragedy in which the world is 
involved. 


In one sense Germany has com- 
mitted a crime afainst civilization so 
great that no punishment is adequate. 
That is true, incidentally, of many 
erimes less terrible than the German 
tyranny. We do punish murderers 
by death or life-long imprisonment; 
but if we look deeply into this pro- 
cedure we must become aware of the 
inability of any man or society to 
overcome evil by justice. The punish- 
ment may be necessary as a deterrent 
of future crime; but it cannot ‘make 
good’ the evil which the crime has 
done. It does not restore the dead to 
life. The comparative impotence of 
the punishment ought to teach us 
the weakness of man when dealing 
with the ultimate issues of life. The 
justice and the forgiveness which are 
necessary to overcome evil in history 
are in God’s hands, and not ours. 
This does not preclude the necessity 
of doing what we can to deter crime 
and to restore criminals. But we 
ought to know how piddling all our 
little plans are in comparison with 
the ultimate issues involved. 

In another sense a defeated nation 
is punished so severely that our efforts 
to add or detract from the punish- 
ment are also pretentious. Few of us 


This artiele by Reinhold Niebuhr, 
from his journal “Christianity and 
Society,” is of particular interest 
because it probably had consider- 
able influence on the latest judg- 
ment of Archbishop Temple that 
Christians are not called upon “to 
punish Germany.” It was through 
the Archbishop that it was drawn 
to our attention. 


stop to consider what it means for a 
nation to suffer the moral, political 
and economic breakdown which is 
concomitant with defeat. This has 
become particularly true in the day 
of total wars. The defeat of a ‘total’ 
dictatorship in a ‘total’ war must 
result in a ‘total’ breakdown, the 
dimensions of which will astound us 
as much as the dimensions of the war 
itself. We make our nice plans for 
punishment now, but when the time 
comes we will be hard put to preserve 
even the most minimal order in Ger- 
many. The problem of averting total 
chaos will be so great that many nicely 
laid plans will be forgotten. 

From the standpoint of any 
ordinary justice it would be important 
to force Germany to restore its spoils 
and to ‘make good’ its awful destruc- 
tion of other people’s property. “The 
lives, of course, cannot be restored. 
A little may be done to restore pro- 
perty; but meanwhile Germany is 
being subjected to the ‘total’ destruc- 
tion of cities, and that process will 
make ‘indemnities’ even more irrele- 
vant than last time. 


Proposals for the punishment of 
individual criminals are also in the 
eategory of comparative futility. Un- 
doubtedly the real initiators of the 
horrible tortures to which the people 
of the oceupied territories have been 
subjected ought to be destroyed. Un- 
doubtedly many of them will be tried 
and condemned by means more swift 
than any legal court. Terrible as 


NIEBUHR ON “JUDGMENT” 


the consequence of such ‘lynching’ 
may be, terrible, that is, in the in- 
exactness of punishment, it must 
nevertheless be hoped that most of 
the individual criminals, will be 
punished in that way. For if we 
begin to try them in courts, by what 
law shall we try them? And by what 
standards shall we distinguish indi- 
vidual from collective guilt? Shall 
we punish the lieutenant who obeyed 
an order or the general who gave the 
order? Every effort to deal individu- 
ally with the complex realities of 
collective guilt may become grotesque 
in the final analysis. Here too we 
face tragedies too deep for any system 
of morals or law. 

Incidentally it is to be hoped that 
the punishment of individual 
criminals will not deflect us from the 
task of breaking the power of a 
military and predatory caste in Ger- 
many, older than Nazism, more 
‘gentlemanly’ in personal conduct 
than the Gestapo, and more danger- 
ous to the future because its 
traditions are not as obviously evil 
as Nazism and therefore more 
capable of surviving. 

Wherever we turn we find the pro- 
blem of punishment deeper than our 
wisdom can comprehend or our power 
can solve. We dare not forget either 
that we still live in a state of inter- 
national anarchy; which means that 
there are no impartial courts. Men 
are therefore forced to be “judges in 
their own case.” Since there are no 
impartial courts we have to do the 
best we can; but we ought not to do 
it without some contrite sense of the 
temptation to self-righteous! fury 
involved in this procedure. 

it is a terrible thing to equate 
victory with righteousness and 
defeat with iniquity, however right- 
fully we may feel that our victory 
was necessary for the triumph of 
righteousness. 
(CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE) 
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DIVIDED 
ALLEGIANCE 


To discern the shape of things to 
“come needs more knowledge 
than we can claim and more self- 
confidence than we possess. One or 
two broad propositions might be 
hazarded. For example, that whereas 
at the end of the last war the domin- 
ant nations in the European settle- 
ment, in descending order of poten- 
tiality, were USA, Britain and 
France, at the end of this war they 
will be USA, Russia and Britain. 
Which should have the precedence 
between USA and Russia may be 
doubtful: but there is no doubt at all 
that Britain has descended from the 
second place to the third. 


That is interesting, but hardly 
more: though the process of Britain’s 
internal adjustment — psychological 
and social—to her more modest rank 
may be painful. But the essential 
process of change which the present 
war has precipitated is on a different 
level altogether, This, it has been 
frequently said, is a revolutionary 
war. But the revolution, of which 
this war is the expression, is one that 
cannot be defined. There is no ideo- 
logical affinity between the victors. 
On the one hand, USA and Britain 
are fighting for democracy and 
liberty; on the other Russia is fight- 
ing for socialism. If they were a 
unity, and not a mere military alli- 
ance, it might be said that the Allies 
were the champions of 2 democratic 
social revolution. But they are not a 
unity. The synthesis between them 
appears more distant now than ever. 


Russia has a part of the revolution 
Tequired; the Anglo-Saxong the other. 
But neither part seems compatible 
with the other. If they were, the 
tragic problem of Poland need never 
have arisen. Poland is, indeed, the 
standing witness of the impossibility 
of synthesis. 


So the revolution hag to work itself 
out, all through Europe, with no 
guiding principles at all. Two prin- 
ciples compete for the allegiance of a 
number of tormented, distracted and 
exhausted peoples. On the one hand, 
Anglo-Saxon democracy — piecemeal 
change by peaceful means: on the 
other, Russian socialism — drastic 
change by violent means. On the one 
hand, alternative government: on the 
other, one-party government, 


The confusion is colossal. Every- 
where, the Communists, by virtue of 
their previous expertise in under- 
ground conspiracy, have taken a lead- 
ing part in the activity of nationalist 
resistance. But they were merely 
fellow-travellers. Had Russia not 
been compelled into the war they 
would not have been resisters at all. 
They have no interest in national 
unity or democracy for its own sake, 
but only as,a temporary stage on the 
devious road to Communist revolution. 


Here is a curious and significant in 
version. Whereas Russia, after her 
socialist revolution, has plunged into 
a@ new period of nationalism, the Com- 
munists outside Russia have plunged 
into their nationalism first. They 
have adopted patriotism in order to 
assist Russia. How far are they now 
removed from the “revolutionary 
defeatism” which was Lenin’s gospel! 


It seems that the Communists in 
Europe are faced with a choice: either 
they must turn themselves into 
genuine democratic socialists, or they 
must become the agents of the new 
Russia—the outposts of Russian 
security in the infidel parts. Since 
Russia is determined to provide amply 
for her security by other and more 
traditional means, this function seems 
otiose. 


If this analysis is near the truth the 
coming issue in Western Europe is 
not so much between Communism and 
Democracy as organized systems, as 
between the ideas of Communism and 
Democracy in the minds of the Furo- 
pean Communicts themselves. Which 
has the prior claim to their allegiance: 
their own country or Russia? On the 
answer to that question much 
depends. 


The fundamental problem 
of man and woman ... 


Adam and Eve: An Essay Toward a 
New and Better Society. By John 
Middleton Murry Dakers: 10s. 6d. 


HE = publisher’s jacket claims 
this as “Mr. Murry’s most im- 
portant work.” ‘That it is a 
highly important one, in the sense 
that it is highly important whether 
Murry is right or wrong, there can be 
no doubt whatever. 
If I were of religious temperament, 
I think I might feel this book to be 
profoundly right. Not being of that 
temperament, I find myself wonder- 
ing, just because there ig so much in 
it with which I deeply agree, whether 
in final effect it is not profoundly 
wrong. That is a barrier that often 
threatens between the religious and 
non-religious temperaments at pre- 
cisely the moment of greatest agree- 
ment. The question. roughly speak- 
ing. 1s whether religion is the proper 
and essential form of the institution- 
alization of our deepest agreements 
in moral] valuation. 


Point of disagreement 


Murry’s theme is the status of 
sexual love in Christian religion. It 
ig a crucial issue, and the Christian 
who fails to realize the importance 
is blind indeed. There is a wide area 
of life in which the non-Christian is 
ready to concede what is called 
Christian morality. Whether it zs 
Christian morality does not much 
matter, the important thing is that 
there is agreement. . 

But in relation to sexual morality 
this sense of agreement fails. It fails 
deeply: it is a failure not only at the 
level of debate over the particularities 
of marriage law, though such debate 
is expressive of it. The real measure 
of the failure is that for many 
serious and convinced people Paul’s 
dictum that “it is better to marry 
than burn” is not merely inadequate, 
but is one of the greatest moral 
obscenities in the world’s religious 
literatures. 

That may seem an aggressive state- 
ment of the case, but it is a proper 
one in this context, and I doubt if it is 
one that Murry (in his sense, at least, 
a Christian, and in some sense cer- 
tainly a follower of Jesus) would 
contest. 


Historical context 


Murry has his historic explanation 
of this situation, made possible for 
him by his essentially historic inter- 
pretation of the mind of Jesus. 

“No-one,” he says, “can make a dis- 
interested and imaginative study of 
the Gospels without becoming certain 


HAS RELIGION | 
ANY SOLUTION ? 


that Jesus believed that the end of 
the world was at hand.” Thus, moral 
rules that can be abstracted from the 
Gospels may be irrelevant; there is 
no assurance that they will fit the cir- 
cumstances of a world which has not 
only continued beyond Jesus’s expec- 
tation, but appears likely to continue 
for a very long time. Jesus “offers 
no pattern to be imitated. He gives 
us only a clue.” And since for Jesus 
the continuance of the cycle of pro- 
creation and birth was unimportant, 
those who have attempted to imitate 
him as a pattern of sexual morality 
have been led astray—“by very cir- 
cumstance he was unconcerned with 
the fundamental problem of man and 
Roman Church chose to 
identify itself, through its priesthood, 
with the Kingdom of God in which 
there would be “neither marriage nor 
giving in marriage.” And though by 
establishing the cult of Mary it gave 
religious status to woman as virgin 
and mother, the doctrine of the 
immaculate conception set “a gulf 
between the mystery that is wor- 
shipped and the mystery of sex as 


“dt is experienced by women and men.” 


Central problem 


the sense in which the non-religious tempera- 
ment may agree with it in principle and yet 
find it profoundly wrong. 

The mark of the religious temperament 
which is relevant to this criticism is ita insis- 
tent belief that the essential values of society 
must find apotheosig in a universal symbolism. 
It is not difficult for the non-religious peraon 
to see that while society is dominated by sym- 
bolism the nature of the symbolism is of the 
greatest importance: that when, as at the 
Reformation, a society re-creates its God 
(under, of course, the claim of new insight 
and knowledge), the re-created God is deeply 
significant af society’s accepted values. And, 
I think, there are few among the non-religious 
who will not be brought by this book to see 
the lack of symbolic sanctification of the man- 
woman relation as a great defect in the 
Christian religion. 

But: can the defect be made good at this 
level at this stage of religious self-conscious- 
ness? Western religious sophistication has 
gone beyond the simplicity of discovering a 
new goddess. It holds on with grim determin- 
ation to the last vestiges of a solid, existential 
god, because it feels that once those vestiges 
are lost, the age of the discovery of gods is 
for ever past. 

Murry’s fascination for the non-religious 
regder is that he combines belief in the im- 
portance of religious symbolism with a degree 
of intellectual self-consciousness which for 
most of us would make that belief impossible. 
My inclination is to feel that it limits his 
range of effect. On this point, I think, Max 
Plowman wrote acutely: 4 

“Wisdom will teach those in whom life is 
active to concede to the party for whom static 
values are the only ones esteemed, every sym- 
bol of tradition, no matter what its value, 
that may be mistaken for its dead opposite.” 


ALAN STANILAND 


Yet “the Protestant refinement of 
the Catholic equivocation” led only 
to “a still greater and more perverse 
equivocation. Protestantism took 
woman out of the Godhead, degraded 
her dignity and at the same time 
declared that it was quite in order 
for a priest of God to live with one.” 
But the real religious test of the 
Reformation was whether it could 
“enthrone the married woman among 
the celestial hierarchy instead of 
banishing the virgin from it.” And 
“Protestant Christianity has been 
corrupted by that all-pervasive am- 
biguity concerning the relationship 
which is the basis of all life.” 

It is with the resolution of this ambiguity 
that ‘‘Adam and Eve" is concerned. Three 
religious thinkers are especially examined as 
protagonists in the attempt: D. H. Lawrence, 
who tried to give the sexual relation central 
religious force at the expense of the rejection 
of Christianity; Aldous Huxley, who passed it 
by and turned to a mysticism of the spirit; 
Blake, who found the solution, which never- 
theless needa perpetually to be re-found, and 
of whom Murry says: “Blake’s Christianity is 
my Christianity, though I did not learn it 
from him.” 


Values and symbols 


The solution that is offered cannot be sum- 
Marized in a review, nor the way in which 
this question is presented as central to ideals 
of communal growth in both industry and 
agriculture. What I should like to expand is 


LETTERS 


Germany and Democracy 


I have just read your*leader on 
“Re-education” (PN, Oct. 20). I would 
emphasize that in Germany the 
essential condition for parliamentary 
government, that is, the two or three- 
party system was always lacking. 
With a dozen and even more parties 
the Parliamentarianism of the Re- 
public was doomed from its outset. 
How this can be altered I do not 
know. The Germans have always 
embraced political “libertinism,” this 
having been even a pre-condition of 
dictatorshp, as Pluto has demon- 
strated in his “Republic.” 


One could also say that the indi- 
vidualism, which the Germans have 
always been fond of bathing in, has 
prevented them from building up a 
sound constitutional system. It even 
lies at the bottom of Hitlerism, con- 
fined to the few, but emphatically 


acclaimed and admired by the many. 
Now to Max Weber’s pronouncement about 
the General Staff! I have not read J. P. 
Mayer's book and do not know in what circum- 
etances Weber made it. I knew him very well 
from 1911 until hia death. In private con- 
versation, he enjoyed making provocative 
statements, most of them sarcastic and even 
satirical exaggerations. I am quite sure that 
he did not care for the reconstitution of the 
German General Staff. How he was in the 
habit of expressing himself you may gather 
from another sentence which I heard from his 
own lips in November 1918. “‘The best would 
be for the Germans to ask England to make 
Germany a British Crown Colony. Otherwige 
they will never learn to govern themselves.” 
H. SINSHEIMER 

10 Bedford Place, W.C.1. 


Ireland’s revolutionaries 

T AM sorry to cross swords with my 
old colleague of the Spanish War 

days, Capt. Jack White, for whom I 


Josers! + 


have considerable admiration, but I 
am sorry to see him libelling Left- 
wing socialists in general, and the 
ILP in particular, in his letter. 


1. It is not correct to say that Cant.. White 
was “the founder” of the Irish Citizen Army. 
He organized and drilled the Citizen Army, but 
he shared the founding of it with Jim Larkin 
and James Connolly. I would refer you to R. 
M. Fox’s book, ‘‘The History of the Irish Citi- 
zen Army,” which is the officia] history of the 
movement, officially endorsed by the Citizen 
Army (Old Comrades) organization. 


2. It is not true to say that when the British 
shot Connolly in 1916 “socialism was mur- 
dered in Ireland.’ Despite the fact that the 
nationalist movement in Ireland today is purely 
nationalist, concerned, that is to say, purely 
with the achievement of an Irish Republic, «a 
united Ireland of 82 counties, as opposed to 
Connolly’s dream of a Workers’ Republic, 
bound up with the international working-class 
struggle, there are still the spiritual descend- 
ants of Connolly working in Ireland for an 
independent socialist republic. 

ETHEL MANNIN 
Oak Cottage, Burghley Rd., London, S.W.19. 


Blaming the machine 


Can more fantastic arguments against in- 
dustrialiem be brought than those advanced by 
Joseph Southall in Peace News of Oct. 207 
How can he attribute gambling, aleoholism, 
and bleod sports to the influence of the 
machine? Lots were cast over Jesus’ clothing; 
most primitive communities have their own 
special brews; and the age most famed for its 
bawdy drunks was the Tudor. And_ blood 
sports were not unknown in the Roman 
Empire. 

Our mediaevalists seem to specialize in such 
unfounded generalizations in their condem- 


nation of the machine. 
AUDREY SMITH 
2 Kirkdale Corner, Westwood Hill, S.E.26. 


Unlucky winners 


So defeated Germany is to be totally dis- 
armed; ‘‘relieved,”’ as Roosevelt puts it, “‘of 
the burden of carrying a gun.” 

No army, no navy, no air force, and every 
shred of militarism to be uprooted—lucky 


But victorious Britain is, apparently, to 
have post-war conscription—unlucky winners. 
WM. WILLIAMS 

Hazeldene, Old Rd., Briton Ferry. 


Words of Peace — 98 


If the Germans instead of Nazism 
had developed a German form of the 
Gandhi pacifism, we would now have 
many books showing the “inevitabi- 
lity” of this development in the light 
of -the Reformation, Luther, Kant, 
Beethoven or W. Foerster; and 
there were a great many more devoted 
pacifists in the Germany of 1927 than 
there were devoted Nazis. If the 
English had developed a totalitarian 
philosophy, the pseudo - historians 
would have had a field day with Henry 
VIII, that great totalitarian Crom- 
well, Hobbes, Bentham, Carlyle, 
Spencer, and Bosanquet. There has 
been no great historical figure, no 
great thinker in any country whose 
thoughts and deeds cannot be con- 
strued as to lead “inevitably” and at 
the same time to two diametrically 
opposed conclusions. 


A century ago it was customary in 
both England and America to start 
every historical book with a long 
hymn of praise of those Teutonic 
qualities which in Arminius, Luther,. 
and Frederick the Great shook off the 
yoke of Latin tyranny and founded 
freedom; then the enemies were 
France and Popery. Now, with Naz- 
ism the danger, we encounter the 
theory that Hitler’s tyranny was in- 
evitable because the Romans never 
civilized Northern Germany and be- 
cause Luther destroyed the Catholic 
civilization of the Middle Ages. How 
does this account for the Norwegians 
or for the far less Romanized and 
equally protestant Scotch and Dutch? 

—Peter F. Drucker, “The Future 
of Industrial Man.” 
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P.P.U. Development column 


TWO NEW AREA 
ORGANIZERS 


HE difficulties which we, at Dick Sheppard 
House, have to overcome in our attempts 
to hhelp the groups and contact members 
throughout the country are obvious enough to 
need little elaboration. On the organizational 
side, they are particularly serious. We are 
rarely able to get to know all the difficulties 
which have to be faced, and only in one or 
two instances are we able to give any detailed 
assistance with the work of the local members. 
It has always been the concern of Develop- 
ment committee that there should be a number 
of organizational centres throughout the 
country, from which such assistance could be 
given. It is, 
therefore, with 
some satisfaction 
that we report e 
the appointments 
of Alan Mister, to 
work full time in 
Devon and Corn- 
wall and Western 
Area, and Will 
Green, who will 
be working mainly 
in Yorkshire, but 
will also be doing 
other jobs in the 
North of England. 
The work which 
is being continued 
by Jack Gibson in 
London Area en- 
courages us to 
think that a full- 
time organizer, on 
the spot, can be 
of considerable 
assistance to 
groups and _iso- 
lated mem bers. Alan Mister 
In Yorkshire, Leonard Bird succeeded with 
the preliminary contacts, and proved that 
there are considerable potentialities which 
could be developed. Will Green, who takes 
over the job there, has been closely associated 
with the PPU for over seven years, has worked 
in the Chingford group and has_also been 
connected with the groups at Ilford and 


Guildford. He 
takes with him 
considerable  ex- 
perience of 
writing and 


speaking and a 
knowledge of 
group organiza- 
tion which should 
prove of immense 
value. 

Alan Mister, a 
West Countryman 
by adoption, has 
been on the Devon 
and Cornwall 
Area Committee 
since 1989, and 
has been eecretary 
and representative 
of that area to 

Will Green the last two 
years. He has also had considerable experience 
of ordinary group offices and is well equipped 
to undertake the work that requires to be done. 
In Devon and Cornwall he has a more difficult 
job than anywhere else in the South of Eng- 
land. Western Area is more closely organized 
and area-conscious but will atill, we believe, 
benefit greatly from having some full-time 
work put in. Members in the areas concerned 
will soon be meeting the new organizers and, 
we hope, will accept responsibility for carrying 
the work of the movement another atep for- 
ward, 


AMID REPORTS OF 


EUROPE’S DISTRESS 


Sweden renews offer of help 
for her neighbours 


HE Swedish Parliament has heard dramatic statements by the Prime 


Minister and the Foreign Minister on Swedish aid to the hungry. 


An- 


nouncing the recent doubling of Swedish relief to Norway, the Ministers 


said “they hoped to obtain a further lifting of the blockade. 


Apart from 


their Scandinavian neighbours, relief for France, Belgium and Holland were 


discussed. 
large Dutch cities that were facing 


The Dutch had asked Sweden for immediate relief for certain 


starvation. Sweden was prepared to 


meet such requests to the utmost, but this depended on the necessary con- 


cessions from the Allies.” (Times, 


Hope centres around the move- 
ments of Mr. Anthony Eden. His 
visit to Athens resulted in the an- 
nouncement of increased relief for 
Greece, although the monthly figure 
of 60,000 tons will only “go some way 
to meeting a terrible emergency” 
(Times, Nov, 1). Although the 
Allies were in Athens in mid-October, 
the first distribution of food—1,600 
tons of flour—was not made until 
November! But shipments have now 
increased to 2,500 tons daily, and are 
reported ahead of the planned 60,000 
tons programme. “Every available 
caique in the Eastern Mediterranean 
is) being mobilised” to distribute food 
round the Greek coast (Evening 
Chronicle, Oct. 30) and Bulgaria is to 
supply some food to Greece. 

BELGIUM’S PROBLEM 

It is not known whether Mr. Eden 
did anything while in Rome to im- 
prove conditions in Italy, but Signor 
Bonomi is still complaining that he 
has not enough contro] over Italian 


domestic problems. - 
Back in London he is expected to discuss 
the food situation in Belgium, presumably 
with M. Spaak. The freeing of the approaches 
to Antwerp will make possible more adequate 
measures ‘of civilian relief. The 200 tons of 


What the P.P.U. 
stands for 


This pledge, signed by each member, is 
the basis of the PPU: “I renounce war 
and I will never support or sanction 
another.” 

If, after reading Peace News, you would 
like to know more about the Peace Pledge 
Union, write for information to: The 
General Secretary, Peace Pledge Union, 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh Street, 
London, W.C.1. 

If you decide that you cannot support 
this or any other war, it will encourage 
others and may be helpful to yourself if 
you join the Union. 

The Union stands for the rejection of 
war, for the method of seeking to over- 
come evil by good, and for the constant 
endeavour to create right relationships 
among men and nations. 


Oct. 31.) 


food daily for 20 days from November 1°’ from 
the military is quite inadequate. The Times 
asserts that rapid and energetic measures are 
clearly necessary if political and even military 
embarrassments are to he avoided.” (Oct. 28.) 

Hoarding continues on a large scale, but 
the Belgian Cabinet has ‘‘emphasized the im- 
portance of food shipments from abroad, and 
suggested a port that might be used for this 
purpose. Reminding them that the capacity of 
the port in question was primarily needed for 
military purposes, the allied officers promised 
to consider the suggestion.” (Times, Oct. 26.) 
It is clear that the military, not the Belgian 
Government, is in control. 


HOLLAND STARVING 


There is still no news of the negotiations 
about food for the Dutch cities but it is re- 
ported that ‘The food situation in the occupied 
parts of Western Holland grew worse in Oct- 
ober and famine threatens the larger towns 
this month.”” (News Chronicle, Nov. 3.) In 
liberated Beveland, says The Times (Nov. 1), 
an observer “‘who spent 18 months in Russia 
during the war said he had never seen such 
malnutrition among the Russian children as is 
shown by these Dutch boys and girls .. . only 
the toughest of the children have the strength 
to run about.” 

The Finns “will starve unless relief reaches 
them before the end of the winter” declares 
Hampden Jackson (Eastern Daily Press, Oct. 
81). He gives the rations as: six eggs a year, 
fourpennyworth of meat per month, 1 oz, sugar 
a week, no jam at all. “The Finne are getting 
no help from outside except from Sweden, and 
there must he limits even to Swedish charity. 
They can expect little relief from Russian 
sources, for Russia has no surplus.” 

Clearly Mr. Eden cannot solve all these 
problems. Many Europeans will go hungry this 
winter. Our Ministry of Food—going from 
one egregious blunder to another — warns 
mothers through the National press that in- 
fants “may grow up into sickly, weak-chested, 
and bow-legged or knock-kneed children. If 
they fail to get.enough vitamins, they will 
probably suffer for it as they grow older—no 
matter how bonny they may look now.” 
British “invasion” food reserves are now 
going “‘into the general pool’! 

One thmg Mr. Eden could do: ofen all doors 
to Sweden to extend her splendid work of 
relief to the utntost, and perhaps bring’ into 
operation her neutral shipping for the purpose. 


Albert Tomlinson, who left his position as 
PPU Development Officer to undertake relief 
work with the International Voluntary Service 
for Peace, has arrived in the Middle East. 
“He was asked by the Council of British 
Societies for Relief Abroad to take charge for 
the journey of an entire relief contingent 
numbering about 55, including units from the 
YWCA, Red Cross, Catholic Women’s League, 
Save the Children Fund, etc.—as well as his 


own IVSP party of 18, which included 6 PPU | 


members. 


PACIFISTS, MUSIC 


lovers, 
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BIG SENTENCES 
- AND ASSAULT 


UP to June 30, 4,363 men who 
claimed conscientious objection 
had been convicted for violations of 
the Selective Service Act, reveals the 
US Department of Justice in its 
annual report. 
The following is a summary of its 


analysis showing prison sentences 
imposed: 

SENTENCE NQ. 
Fine or probation only a Bes 165 
Up to 6 months... ang a ae. 65 
6 months to 1 year 300 
I year to 2 years 749 
2 years to 3 years ... 1.456 
3 years to 4 years ... 3a 454 
4 years to 5 years ... ‘aie 1,172 


More than 5 years ... as a 5a 2 
An analysis of the religious affilia- 
tions of these COs showed that 3,079 
of the total were Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses. 
* * * 

American OOs . of McPherson 
County, Kansas, were beaten up and 
their hair cut off by other men who 
had been called up, while the group 
was being taken by bus for medical 
examinations. ° 

According: to newspaper reports, 
the objectors offered no resistance. 
Not all the non-COs joined in the 
action. 

Six of the attackers later pleaded 
guilty to assault and battery and 
were fined $10 and costs. 


CANADIAN CHILDREN MUST 
BE PATRIOTS *% , 


The two sons ‘of Robert Donald, a 
Jehovah’s Witness of Hamilton, On- 
tario, were expelled from school for 
refusing to salute the national flag, 
sing “God Save the King,” or repeat 
an oath of allegiance. 

Mr, Donald sued the Hamilton 
school baard for $2,600. Justice 
John Andrew Hope dismissed the 
suit (reports Time, Sep. 25), under 
Ontario Jaws requiring all publie 
school students to sing the national 
anthem and all teachers to teach 
patriotism. 

“I can conceive of no more certain 
way of creating ... friction amongst 
the pupils of a class as to their love 
of country, and their duty to their 
country,” said the judge, “than by 
permitting haphazard compliance 
with the singing of the national 
anthem.” 

There are nearly 7,000 Jehovah’s 
Witnesses in Canada. In 1940 the 
sect was outlawed by Defence Regula- 
tion. The ban was lifted in 1948. 


\ 
SITUATIONS AND WORK WANTED 


offer 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 


TERMS: Cash with order, except 
for series bookings. Copy by Monday. 
2d. per word, minimum 2s. 6d. (Box 
No. 6d. extra.) Maximum length: 60 
words, Address for Box No. replies: 
Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

We reserve the right to hold over 
advertisements and to limit the fre- 
quency of continuing advertisements. 

When corresponding with PN abou 
an advertisement, quote its first 
words, classification, and date. 


ACCOMMODATION 


LADY URGENTLY REQUIRES 
bed-sitting room, gas-ring, no attend- 
ance. Midlands or south-west, not 
rural. Box 698. 


WANTED TO RENT, house with 
land attached in Glamorganahire or 
Monmouthshire for land community 
Apply A. N. Cawley, Lilanishen 
House, Lianishen, Glam. 

WOMAN FRIEND requirea three 
unfurnished rooms or flat, with bath, 
in or near London. C/o Publishers, 
Box 700. 


EDUCATIONAL 


FIND RECREATION and new 
power to serve through speaking and 
writing. Correspondence (also visit) 
Jessons 6s., classes 1s. 6d. Dorothy 
Matthews, B.A., 32 Primrose Hill Rd., 
London, N.W.8. (PRI. 5686.) 

BURGESS HILL SCHOOL. Co- 
educational, Boarders 5-11 at Red- 
hurst, Cranleigh. Day pupils 9-18 at 
11 Oak Hill Park, N.W.3. High etan- 
dard in social responsibility, academic 
subjects, art and music. 


FOR SALE AND WANTED 


WAR RESISTERS’ International 
would welcome gifts of foreign 
stamps, for subsequent sale on behalf 
of W.R.1. funds. Any such gifts 
received with gratitude. Please aend 
to the War Resieters’ International, 
11 Abbey Rd., Enfield. 


TYPEWRITERS BOUGHT, sold 
and renaired, Cook, The Mount, Noak 


Hill, Ramford, Essex. 
BINOCULARS, MICROSCOPES, 
‘ projectors. etc., hought, «old, ex 


changed. Mention Pence News. Apple- 
ton, 215 Anglesey Road, Burton-on- 
Trent. 


UNICORN BRAND Foot Paste is 
the safe and sure remedy for corns, 
hard gkin and warts. It never fails. 
%d. per box (ine. tax); 8 boxes post 
free 2s. Get it today. We repeat—it 
never fails. Barker’s, Station Road, 
Sandiacre, Notts. 

THIS XMAS ‘give etchings or 
paintings by leading contemporary 
artists (including Brangwyn, Gill, 
Russel Flint, John, Nevineon, Lucien 
Pissarro, etc.). From 1 gn. Box 681. 


TABLE MATS. Own initial, carved 
and inlaid red on brown, Nice Christ- 
mas Gift. Six for 10s. 6d. Made by 
disabled ex-serviceman (this war) 
now P.P.U. member. Money back if 
not satisfied. Box 703. 


C.0. LANDWORKERS desperately 
need small automobile for daily cross- 
country work. Any condition, pro- 
vided engine sound. Box 705. 


LAND AND COMMUNITY 


FRANCISCAN COMMUNITY (no: 
Anglican) wants members for land 
work, book business, ete. Married o: 
unmarried. Postulants for griesthoo: 
and evangelistic work welcomed. 1 
minutes from sea. Kingdom Books. 
51 West Cromwell Road, London. 


§.W.5. ; 
C.0., 2 yrs.’ experience, urgently 
desires join farm-community with 


good facilities for care of daughter 
aged 3. Preferably where other 
children. Box 639. 


LITERATURE, etc. 


QUAKERISM. Information and 
literature respecting the Faith and 
Practice of the Religious Society of 
Friends, free on application to the 
Friends’ Home Service Committee, 
Friends’ House, Euston Rd., London, 
N.W.1. 

BOOKS LOANED to C€.0.s on 
agric., forestry, ete. Marshal], 21 
Wheatiands Drive. Bradford, Yorke. 

“LEARN TO SPEAK” by Florence 
Surfleet, 1s. 6d. (1s. Sd. post free), 
for use with groups or individually. 
wae’ Brothers, 109 Kingsway, 

SECOND-HAND BOOKS on theo- 
logy, liturgiology, mysticism, psych- 
ology, occultism, sociology, pacifism, 
fiction, ete. Lists or inquiries 24d. 
atamp. No callers. Books bought. 
Profits to Franciacan community. 
“hurch vestments supplied. Kingdom 
Rooks. 51 West Cromwell Rd., Lon- 
don, S.W.5. 


WHERE are we in Prophecy today ?| 
Write for latest booklet published by 
the Kingdom Movement, 6d. including 
other literature. Address, Hon. Sec- 
retary, 21 Poplar Grove, New Malden, 
Surrey. 


ANARCHISM—practical alternativ- 
to the Total State. Libertarian Dis 
‘ussion Group issues regular discus 
ion letters to members. Critical 
lively: independent. Write Box 683 

FREDERICK H.—U. BOWMAN 
“ditor (18B), appreciates pacifis 
seaders and advertisers. “Yalkine 
Picture News,”’ Liverpool, 1. 


MEETINGS, ete. 


BOURNEMOUTH Post-War Re. 
construction Group, 5 Wellington Rd 
Nov. 10, 7.30 p.m. Wilfred Wellock: 
“The Future of Britain.” 


LUTON P.P.U. Indian Freedom 
Campaign, Wed., Nov. 22, Friends 
Meeting House, Castle St., 8 p.m. 
Fred Mullally, “India, Today and To- 
morrow. 


NORTH LONDON Freedom Dis- 


cussion Group. Matt Kavanagh will 
speak on “Irish Revolt of 1916” at 
Adult School, Palmers Rd., opp. Arnos 
Grove tube, on Thurs., Nov. 16, at 
7.30 p.m, 


PERSONAL 
.CONTACT CORRESPONDENCE 
CLUB. A satisfactory medium for 


those desiring congenial pen-friend- 
ships! Particulars, stamp, Secy., PN 
19 Ty Fry Gardens, Rumney, Cardiff. 


C.0. (29) desires friendship Bourne- 
mouth area. Full details (incl, age). 
Box 686. 


YOUNG PACIFIST COUPLE (30), 
with experience and very keen, wish 
to start own Guest House. Certain 
capital available, but would appreci- 
ate loan, on security, with interest. 
Willingly supply fullest particulars. 
Box 693. 


FELLOW C.0.s: 8886 John Es- 
mark now serving his third sentence 
in Armley Jail, Leeds (2 yrs.), would 
appreciate greetings on his birthday, 
Nov. 24. Thank you. 


SYDNEY GEORGE and Rita Con- 
beer: note new address: “The Seven 
Freedoms,” Wroxali, Isle of Wight. 


MR. R. J. BAILEY, M.S.F., N.C.P.. 
Osteopath and Naturopath, will be 
spending his 28th birthday, Nov. 16. 
in prison (10875 R. J. Bailey, Wands- 
worth Prison, S.W.). Please send 
cards. 


free storage for piano, safe area, in 
return for use. Box 704. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


It is impossible to confirm satis- 
factory canditions of employment in 
all posts advertised in Peace News. 
Applicants in doubt are recommended 
to consult the Central Board for COs, 
6 Endsleigh St., W.C.1, which will 
often be able to give useful advice. 

PLASTERERS, other tradesmen. 
and labourers, required for South 
London house repairs. Urgent. Ring 
GUL. 2065. 

AFTER 24 YEARS we are losing 
pacifist girl from our staff and would 
welcome a successor. London board- 
ing-house. Good record of imprison- 
ments. Reasonable hours. Suit abso- 
Tutist. Box 689. 

REQUIRED MAN to take charge of 
small farm’ Essex. Cottage, furnished 
or unfurnished. Apply Box 671. 

WORKING WARDENS (man and 
wife preferred) for small guest house 
North Wales accommodating 25. 
Salary £150, all found. Apply Miss 
Mabel Smith, 17 Moorside Rd., Hea- 
ton Moor, Stockport. 

TYPIST WANTED as secretary to 
business man engaged in much reli- 
gious and social work. One inter- 
ested in these things preferred. Box 


694. 

COMPETENT SHOE - REPAIRER 
required, capable of taking charge of 
workshop. No counter work. Box 


695. 

C.B.C.O. REQUIRES 
shorthand-typist immediately. Apply 
Secretary, 6 Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 
Euston 5501-3. 

C.0. FOREMAN wanted by pacifist 
builder in West London; bomb dam- 
age repair work; tradesman pre- 
ferred. Apply, C.B.C.O. Employment 
Department, 6 Endsleigh St.. W.C.1. 

COMMUNITY FARMING SOCIETY 
has one or two vacancies for men and 
women of progressive and co-opera- 
tive convictions. Men should be ex- 
perienced in general farm work, able 
to work horses and tractors and 
general farm implements. Women 
should possess housework experience 
and ability to work amicably with 
others. Write stating age and experi 
ence, ete., to Holton Beckering, 
Wragby, Lints. 

PRIVATE SECONDARY _ School 
requires teachers of French, History 
Geography, English and Elementary 
Maths to School Certificate standard 
Co-education. Duties to commence in 
January 1945. Either sex for full or 
part-time duties considered. Apply 
Box 702. 


efficient 


DUPLICATING. 100 copies, quarta, 
4s, 6d., postage extra. Also expert 
typing. Winifred Jewell, 8 Lammas 


tne Gdns., Ealing. Phone BALing 
1645. 

INTERTYPE/LINOTYPE operator 
mechanic (81). T.A. All-round trade 
ability. References. East Anglia pre 
ferred. Further details Box 696, 

YOUNG MAN (23), exempt, seeka 
congenial ontdoor work with post-war 
prospects. Forestry, agricultural or 
similar work. Inexperienceg but. 
adaptable; trainee potentialities ; 
mobile. Box 697. 

C.0. (24), 4 yrs.’ agriculture, seeks 
working partnership. Small farm or 
market gardening. North preferred, 
not essential. Anything considered. 
Box 699. 

POST as house-mother wanted in 
school by woman (83) with two child- 
ren aged 12 months and 3 years. 
Knowledge of child psychology and 
acquainteqd with modern systems of 
teaching. Mrs. Sheridan, Fron-Uchaf, 
Ty-Nant, Corwen, North Wales. 

AUCTIONEER'S CLERK,  condi- 
tional exemption, 5 years agricultural 
experience, requires situation com- 
bining agriculture and office duties. 
Near sea preferred. Would consider 
partnership. Box 701. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


INSTITUTE PSYCHOLOGY, Ken- 
sington. Lectures every Tuesday, 7 
p.m. Philosophy, genuine social intro- 
ductions. Consultations all problema. 
Western 8935, 


ALLYSOL—SEND stampa 5d. fos 
two 20-page booklets of life-conserv~ 
ing information about garlic: (1) a 
herbal remedy with 5,000 years of 
history; (2) Rheumatism ang Catarrh 
dissolved at their root. Allysol Com- 
pany, Fairlight, Sussex. 

MR. R. J. BAILEY, M.S.F.. 13€ 
Hoppers Rd., Winchmore Hill, N.24, 
has been sentenced to 8 months’ im- 
prisonment for refusing te obey a 
Ministry of Labour direction. During 
his absence his father, Mr. R. Bailey, 
who has worked with his son, will 
earry on the practice. 

NATUROPATHIC AND HERBAL 
treatment, S. R. Martin, 64 Caven- 
dish Rd., Balham, S.W.12. Diplomas 
in Naturopathy, Botano-therapy, 
Dietetics. Consultationg by appoint- 
ment only. No treatments undertaken 
by correspondence. Telephone Tulse 
Hill 1791. 

FOUNTAIN PENS: all makes re- 
paired, quick service. 25% discount 
offered to agents, Write: T.B.S., 318 
Kennington Rd., S..11. 
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DOUGLAS-HOME ON 
HIS SENTENCE 


“TF I am punished and dishonoured 

for my action then it will have 
been established by British military 
law that a soldier must do and die, 
and may not reason why.” 


So said Lieut. Wm. Douglas-Home 
to a friend before the court martial 
which (as reported last week) sen- 
tenced him to be cashiered and to a 
year’s imprisonment for refusing to 
obey an order at Le Havre. 


He also told the friend (reports 
the Maidenhead Advertiser, Oct, 21) 
that he was fully aware of the pro- 
bable results of his action and was 
quite prepared for a sentence of three 
years’ imprisonment. He said that 
for the past four years he had clearly 
seen the climax to his attitude 
towards the political conduct of the 
war, and the War Office must have 
been aware of his views. 


He added that he was prepared to 
stand his trial on the issue of whether 
the conscience of the individual came 
before the orders of the State when 
the individual] believed those orders to 
be wrong. ' 

“JF | AM FOUND GUILTY” 


“Ip IT am found guilty and 
punished,” he said, “it will serve to 
demonstrate that all the propaganda 
of the Allied Governments in seeking 
to persuade the German Army to 
cease fighting and overthrow their 
Government is merely an Unscrupu- 
lous and immoral attempt to perform 
an act which they themselves by 
British military law conceive to be a 


crime.” . 
In the course of his defence he reminded the 


€ourt that in the Jast war Lord Lansdowne— 
“9 far more important figure than myself”— 
appealed for peace in 1917. He was ousted and 
maligned. History showed that he was right 
and Mr. Churchill had said that he was right, 
but “men could not stop, because they were 
eanght in the march of events.” “It is my 
contention,” said Douglas-Home, “‘that men 
should- not be caught in the march of events, 
but that events should be guided by men.” 


THE NEXT STEP 


“The obvious issue on which, as pacifista, we 
ghall be able to unite in the post-war yeara,” 
said David Hughes at a PPU conference in 
Darlington last Saturday, “‘is in our opposition 
to conscription.” There were difficulties within 
the movement about industrial conscription 
but he sensed an inarticulate opposition in the 
country. Pacifists should remember that it 
would be the. working-folk in general and not 
those in the better classes of employment who 
would suffer from direction. 


It was clear from the ensuing discussion, 
and from what was said by Fred Elsey, the 
other speaker at the evening session, that the 
eonference supported this view. It was crystal- 
lized by David Hughes’ suggestion that the 
PPU should form a channel for opposition to 
all forms of conscription, _ 


=e 

John Morley, in summing up the afternoon 
session, at which Donald Port was the speaker, 
eaid that they had agreed that the PPU must 
not limit its activities to war resistance but 
must work for a changed form of society. 
They recognized that individuals would make 
their contributions in different ways, but it 
was the job of all pacifists to face up to the 
rresent situation and try to reach agreements 
on the next step to be taken. 

People attended the conference from most 
centres in the North-East Area and it was 
se¢reed that the Area should arrange further 
gatherings of a similar kind. 


A PACIFIST LINK 


T has always been the contention 
of the pacifist that his faith is at 
_ , the basis not of one but of all re- 
ligions. Here at last is a reference 
book * which not only contains 
sufficient evidence of that to silence 
once and for all the last doubts on the 
matter but is a most valuable study 
of comparative religion. 


Dr. Gurney Champion has taken 
some 4,900 excerpts from the writings 
of the founders, prophets and 
teachers of the eleven surviving 
major religions, together with the 
proverbs of their adherents. They 
are presented as an anthology, and 
each religion is introduced by a lead- 
ing authority. 


It is valuable for pacifists to be 
able to find in this book that the 
ethic of non-violence, of returning 
good for evil, iy not only common to 
the major religions but that most of 
the world’s faiths are more pro- 
foundly pacifist in many ways than 
Christianity. There can be no misin- 
terpretation of the Buddhist: ‘Conquer 
your foe by force, you increase his 
enmity, conquer by love and you will 
reap no aifter-sorrow”: the Jaina pro- 
verb: “Harmlessness is the only re- 
ligion”; or the Taoist: “To the not- 
good I would also be good.” 


Reciprocity—the do unto others as 
you would they should do unto you” 
—appears to be the central ethic of 
all the religions. It is embodied even 
in pre-historic creeds. It is common 
to Socrates, Jesus, Mohammed, the 
Hindus, the Chinese Buddhists, 
Taoists, the Zoroastrians, the Book 
of the Dead, the Vedas, the Upani- 
shads, the Zend-Avesta .. . the list is 
too long to continue. It is the begin- 
ning, the way, or Tao, the start of 
compassion, knowledge and under- 
standing. Fortunate indeed is the 
man who places ahimsa, or harmless- 
ness, in the centre of his philosophy. 
He will have the authority not of one 
religion but, if he so wishes, of all. 


“GOLDEN RULE” 


Here, briefly, are extracts from the 
“golden rule”’—the synthesis of the 


religious ethic: 

Buddhism: Hurt not others with that which 
pains yourself. 

Christianity: All things whatsoever ye 
would that men should do to you, do ye even 
so to them... 

Confucianism: ... Do not unto others what 
you would not they should do unto you. 

Hebraism: What is hurtful to yourself do 
not to your fellow man. 

Hinduism: This is the sum of duty—do 
naught to others which if done to thee would 
eause thee pain. 

Islam: No one of you is a believer until he 
loves for his brother what he loves for himself. 

Jainism: We .. . sfould therefore refrain 
from inflicting upon others such injury as 
would appear undesirable to us if inflicted 
upon ourselves. 

Sikhism: As thou deemest thyself, so deem 
others. 

Taoism: Regard your neighbour’s gain as 
your own gain—and his loss as your own loss. 

Zoroastrianism: That nature only is good 


*The Eleven Religions—and their proverbial 
lore. A Comparative Study, Selwyn Gurney 
Champion, M.D., with introductions by thir- 
teen leading authorities. George Routledge 
and Sons. 18s. 


through world religions 


when it shall not do unto another whatever is 
not good for its own self. 


It is important to remember that 
many of these sayings are far older 
than Christianity, which is one of our 
youngest religions, and that although 
the synthesis of the religious ethic 
points in the direction of the golden 
rule—which pacifism claims to follow 
—the truth of the matter is nearer 


to Macleod Yearsley’s— 

“The same ethical ideas are proclaimed age 
after age, to meet the same fate; the thinking 
minority strive to practise them, the unthink- 
ing may repeat them but do not act on them.” 
Which is no need for pessimism, 


because we have now the hope that 


the thinking minority is erowing in + 


numbers, very gradually, by its un- 
ceasing activity, its perpetual seek- 
ing. It has the advantage also now 
of having at hand Dr. Champion’s 
comparative study as an addition to 
its armoury. It will provide quota- 
tions from now until doomsday. 
C.V.B. 


GLASGOW AND 
GERMANY 


Efforts of the United Peace Cam- 
paign to entice Lord Vansittart and 
Dr. Joad to debate the future treat- 
ment of Germany in Glasgow have 
failed. Both speakers have expressed 
regret at being unable to accept the 
invitation. But this does not exhaust 
the possible protagonists, and Glas- 
gow may yet have its debate. 


MINISTRY OF LABOUR’S 
DOCTOR OVERRULED 


When Stanley Toye of Putney was charged 
at West London with failure to comply with 
his {Tribuna] condition it was stated that after 
18 months Civil Defence work he had been 
discharged because of duodenal uleer. This 
had been confirmed by X-ray examination, but 
the Ministry of Labour’s doctor had pro- 
nounced him fit last March. A recent exam- 
ination at West Middlesex Hospital, however, 
had confirmed the disability. 

The Magistrate dismissed the summons, as 
he sould not say, in view of the medical evi- 
dence, that Toye had not had ‘reasonable 
excuse.” 

* * * 

The defence that a direction under Defence 
Regulation 80b to undergo medical examina- 
tion for the purpose of deciding hia fitness to 
undertake work of national importance, was 
ultra vires because it did not conform to 
Common Law, which had always upheld the 
rights of conscience, was put forward by 
Charles Varney, a conditionally registered CO, 
at Sutton police court on Oct. 19. 

The prosecuting solicitor stated that Charles 
Varney had written to the Governor of Wands- 
worth Prison stating that if sent there he 
would not co-operate with the prison staff, 
that he would conduct a fast, and refuse to 
wear prison clothes. 

The bench imposed a fine of £5 (with the 
alternative of one month) which the defendant 
refused to pay. The fine was afterwards paid 
by others. 


NEXT PN PAMPHLET 


“Non-Violence Now,’’ by Roy Walker, is the 
next Peace News pamphlet and will be dis- 
patched with next week’s issue of Peace News 
“on Nov. 17.’ It discusses the pacifist attitude 
to non-violent action as expressed by leaders 
of the PPU before the war, and in the PPU’s 
public activities since. The pamphlet contains 
an interesting description of Gandhi's limited 
civil disobedience campaign of 1940-1. 


‘OBSERVER’ CONTINUED 


trol. The Poles are +o surrender 
Lwow — their Canterbury-cum-Man- 
chester—the Persians their oil now. 
The one thing Russia obviously seeks 
to avoid is negotiation on these issues 
at the peace conference. 


Whether Russian imperialism: is 
substantially worse than that of 
Britain or USA I will not try to 
judge. But the dropping of all the 
conventions of diplomacy is itself a 
retrogression. The cynicism of power 
becomes as naked as that of Hitlerism. 


The Winterton touch 


ey a despatch to the News-Chronicle 

(Oct. 31) on the oil business, Mr. 
Paul Winterton quoted the Russian 
ambassador’s declaration, and con- 
tinued: 

“This interview was prominently published 
yesterday in all the freedom-loving Persian 
papers, and later in the day with that epon- 
taneity which is such a happy feature of the 
Persians at their best, 20,000 people demon- 
strated in the streets of Teheran and called 
for the resignation of the Saed government.’’ 

Was the rich irony of this con- 
scious or unconscious? I could not 
make up my mind. But later the 
matter was settled. The irony was 
deliberate and designed to pass the 
Russian censor. For Time (Oct. 16) 
reports a meeting at Moscow between 


High - handed Imperialism 


Russian and Anglo-American press 
correspondents, at which the latter 
vigorously protested against their 
being kept away from . the front. 
“Every effort we have made to get 
really near the front has been 
blocked,” declared the correspondent 
of the Philadelphia Inquirer. He was 
backed by Paul Winterton, who said: 

“Not only ig our only source of news about 
the Russian fronts*what we read in the papers 


from your correspondents, but furthermore we 
consider that a poor source.” 


Greek tragedy 


USSIA now represents counter- 

revolution quite as much as 
revolution. In fact, the potential 
revolution that is latent everywhere 
in Europe has no pattern to follow. 
All one can say is that it looks as 
though there will eventually be 
authoritarian governments every- 
where. What else, for example, can 
happen in Greece? Inflation has now 
reached fantastic heights. 1,600 tons 
of flour, sent by the Allies on Nov. 1, 
were sold at the lowest possible price: 


32 billion drachmae the pound! 
“Greece's financial and economic situation is 
parlous in the extreme. Hundreds of thousands 
are still on the border-line of starvation. 
There ia ng work because neither industry, 
commerce nor agriculture can be restarted 
without far greater outside help than is yet 
forthcoming. The severe Greek winter is 


approaching, and there is no fuel, no clothing 
and precious little food. . - . 
“In the suburbs and working-class districts 
conditions are horrifying, with such shocking 
poverty and malnutrition that it_is amazing 
the people manage to keep alive. Unless some- 
thing is done for them urgently thousands 
must soon die.” (Times, Oct. 28.) 
Meanwhile, under the cloak of “re- 
sistance,” the Andartes have estab- 
lished themselves in the localities as 
terroristic bands, following the once 


familiar Greek trade of pure 
brigandage. Is that a basis for 
democracy? 

Poison 


‘THE Earl of Mar, a member of the 
PPU, writes: 

“I trust you will not fail to com- 
ment strongly on the act of the Rev. 
HH. G. Green, vicar of St. Nicholas, 
Ipswich, in sending to the Rev. 
J. C. S. Chamberlain, Vicar of Christ 
Church, Shooter’s Hill, a tin of rat 
poison in response to his appeal for 
comforts for German prisoners of 
war.” 

The Bishop of St. ‘'Edmundsbury 
and Jnswich has since made his own 
strong comment on Mr. Green’s dis- 
graceful behaviour. We will leave it 
at that, noting with satisfaction that 
Mr. Chamberlain has received no less 
than £200 in response to his appeal. 


/ 


Something new 
for Asia 


REVIEWING Pearl Buck’s “What 
America” Means to Me” in the 
New York Herald-Tribune recently; 
Lewis Gannett comments on the 
American tradition of respect for 
individuals, whatever their colour or 
social origin. says Pacifica Views 
(Sep. 1). This spirit, Gannett reports 
from Miss Buck’s book, 
“comes out instinctively in the action of 
common American soldiers in India, Some 
of them accept the abundance of servants 
offered by the mass poverty of India amd 


quickly adopt the traditional psychology of 
the jinrikisha rider. 

“But others of them have created a new 
American game in India. They tell the 
jinrikisha coolies to climb into the seats and 
themselves drag the coolies about town and 
then pay them for their time. 

“There, perhaps for the first time in their 
lives,.a few of the most downtrodden dark- 
skinned men_on earth learn that there are 
white men .with whom they can laugh as 
friends, of whom they need not be afraid, 
because these Americans do not want ta be 
their masters—and perhaps in that spon- 
taneous game something new comes into 
Asia, and a battle is won for the cause of 
the United Nations, without fighting.” 


— BUT NOT HERE 


“His is the only company in the 
British Army which had the insulting 
procedure, if one can use that term, 
of a British soldier having te go to a 
police station and get leave vasses 
signed,” said Mr. James Burge, bar- 
rister, defending Rahman Ali, 80th 
Indian Company, Pioneer Corps, at a 
field general court martial at Chelsea 


Barracks on Oct, 31. 

Ali pleaded not guilty to disobeying a lawful 
command. 

In evidence, he said that on Oct. 20, the day 
after he returned from leave, he was asked 
why he did not have his leave pass stamped at 
a police station. ‘I replied that as I was in 
the British Army I did not see why I should 
go to a police station and get the pass signed,”* 
he said. 

The court’s findings were to be made known 


later. 


“ADVICE FOR C.0.s 


One of the most important publica- 
tions which the Central Board for 
COs has produced for some time is 
“The CO and the Future,” an attrac- 
tively produced 26-page handbook 
which for many will be an indis- 


pensable guide in the coming months. 

Under the main headings of Demobilization, 
the Right to be Reinstated, Resettlement, the 
Service of Society, and the Witness of Con- 
science, it discusses and gives valuable inform- 
ation about the problems with which COs will 


be faced. 
It costs 6d. (by post 7a.) from the CBCO, 


6 Endsleigh St., London, W.C.1. 


NIEBUHR ON “JUDGMENT” 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


The final perplexity in punishing 
a defeated foe arises from the fact 
that a community of nations can adopt 
neither the short cut of execution nor 
of incarceration which national gocie- 
ties adopt in dealing with criminals. 
The incarceration of criminals, in- 


cluding life-imprisonment, is a 
necessary procedure in national 
societies. But it is impossible for 


international societies, even if it were 
possible to designate a criminal nation 
as hopeless. Europe can not be made 
into a jail, if for no other reason than 
that it would destroy the last vestige 
of sanity in the prisoner and taint 
the jailors with insanity also. 

The international community has 
fewer resources of justice than a 
national community; yet it requires 
higher ones. Therein lies our 
dilemma. We must restore the 
criminal to the community of nations 
or perish with him in his insanity. 

Since the political instruments for 
such a high form of remedial justice 
are minimal, it becomes the more im- 
portant to get the whole procedure 
under profound religious insights. If 
we do not understand the relevance 
of the Scriptural_injunction ‘“Ven- 
geance is mine, I will repay, saith 
the Lord.” we will mess up the pro- 
cess of justice which has gone on 
under the providence of God, through 
the terrible realities of our history, 
by our own piddling little schemes. 
| (GSS ee 
The November peace Commentary 

(16 Mecklenburgh Sq., W.C.1: 3d.) 
gives pride of place to Leslhe Smith 
on “The Land.” Editorially, it pon- 
ders the appeasement of Moscow, and 
the T.U.C. curtsey to Vansittart. 
Ronald Smith visits the cinema im 
the “Leisure” series, and John Eliot 
finds the Commons’ “Welsh Rarebit” 

overdone. 
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